
EDEXCEL IGCSE History Revision Checklist: Paper 1: Superpower Relations: 1945-1962 

Use this revision checklist to help you keep track of all the topics you need to revise for your exam. You need to have a confident grasp of the subject knowledge 

about each event. Try revising facts and key features about each event and recalling the key points and details on paper. Try to answer at least one exam 

question for each event. When you feel confident enough, progress onto the next event. 

Key 
Question 

1 
Topics You should be able to: 

Check
list 

Exam Questions 
Check 

list 

What 
were the 
causes 
of the 
Cold 
War? 

Long-term 
Rivalries 

 Describe the differences between Capitalism and 
Communism. 

 Describe why Capitalist countries feared Communism. 
 

C.) Why had the wartime alliance between the USA and the 
Soviet Union broken down by the end of 1946? Explain 

your answer (8 marks). 

 

 
Differences 
during the 

Second 
World War 

 Describe why actions during the War led to mistrust 
between the Allies. 

 Describe why the USSR controlled Eastern Europe 
immediately after WW2. 

 

Yalta 
Conference 
Feb 1945 

 Describe the reasons why the conference was called. 

 Describe who represented each nation at the conference. 

 Describe what was agreed at the conference. 

 Describe how the conference effected relations between 
the USA and USSR. 

 

B.) Describe one effect of the Yalta Conference on relations 
between the USA and Soviet Union (4 marks). 

 
C.) Why did relations between the USA and USSR change in 

the period between the Yalta and Potsdam Conferences? 
Explain your answer (8 marks). 

 

Potsdam 
Conference 

Jul-Aug 
1945 

 Describe the reasons why the conference was called. 

 Describe who represented each nation at the conference. 

 Describe what was agreed at the conference. 

 Describe how the conference affected relations between 
the USA and USSR. 

 

B.) Describe one effect of the Potsdam Conference on 
relations between the USA and Soviet Union (4 marks). 

 
C.) Why did the USA and USSR disagree at the Potsdam 

Conference in July 1945? Explain your answer. 
 

C.) Why did Truman take a much tougher line with Stalin at 
Potsdam than Roosevelt had at Yalta? Explain your answer 

(8 marks). 

 

The Long 
Telegram 

1946 

 Describe what the Telegram said about the USSR. 

 Describe what Novikov’s Telegram said about the USA. 

 Describe how the two telegrams increased tensions 
between the Superpowers. 

 
B.) Describe one effect of Kennan’s Long Telegram on 
relations between the USA and Soviet Union (4 marks).  

Iron 
Curtain 
Speech 

Mar 1946 

 Describe what Churchill said in his speech. 

 Describe how Stalin reacted to the speech. 

 Describe how the speech affected relations between the 
Superpowers. 

 

B.) Describe one effect of Churchill’s Iron Curtain Speech on 
relations between the USA and Soviet Union (4 marks). 

 
C.) Why did Churchill give his ‘Iron Curtain’ speech in March 

1946? Explain your answer (8 marks). 

 

 



Key 
Question 2 

Topics You should be able to: Checklist Exam Questions Checklist 

How did the 
Cold War 
develop 

1945-1949? 

The Truman 
Doctrine 

Mar 1947 

 Describe the reasons for the Truman Doctrine. 

 Describe what the Doctrine stated. 

 Describe the effect of the Doctrine on Superpower 
relations. 

 
C.) Why was the Truman Doctrine announced in 
March 1947? Explain your answer (8 marks).  

The Marshall 
Plan 

Jun 1947 

 Describe why the USA launched the Marshall Plan. 

 Describe what the Plan hoped to do. 

 Describe the effect of the Plan on Superpower 
Relations. 

 

B.) Describe one effect of the Marshall Plan on 
relations between the USA and Soviet Union (4 

marks). 
 

Creation of 
Satellite 
States 

1947-1949 

 Describe what a satellite state is. 

 Describe how and why Stalin created satellite states 
in Eastern Europe. 

 
C.) Why did Stalin create Satellite States in 

Eastern Europe in the years 1945-1949? 
Explain your answer (8 marks). 

 

COMINFORM 
Sep 1947 

 Describe why Stalin created COMINFORM. 

 Describe how COMINFORM strengthened Stalin’s 
control of Eastern Europe. 

 
C.) Why did the USSR establish COMINFORM 
in September 1947? Explain your answer (8 

marks). 
 

COMECON 
Jan 1949 

 Describe why Stalin created COMECON. 

 Describe how COMECON strengthened Stalin’s 
control of Eastern Europe. 

 
C.) Why did Stalin launch COMECON in 1949? 

Explain your answer (8 marks).  

The Berlin 
Blockade and 

Airlift 
1948-1949 

 Describe the causes, events and effects of the Berlin 
Blockade. 

 Describe how the Blockade effected Superpower 
Relations. 

 
C.) Why was there a crisis over Berlin in the 

years 1948-49? Explain your answer (8 
marks). 

 

NATO 
Apr 1949 

 Describe why NATO was created. 

 Describe what NATO was designed to do. 

 Describe how the creation of NATO effected 
relations between the USA and USSR. 

 
C.) Why was the NATO alliance created in 
April 1949? Explain your answer (8 marks).  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key  
Question 3 

Topics You should be able to: Checklist Exam Questions Checklist 

How did the 
Cold War 

develop in 
the 1950s? 

The Korean 
War 

1950-1953 

 Describe the causes, events and effects of the Korean War. 

 Describe the impact of the Korean War on Superpower 
Relations. 

 

C.) Why was there a war over Korea 
in the years 1950-1953? Explain 

your answer (8 marks). 

 

 

The Arms Race 
 Describe how the arms race started. 

 Describe how the launch of Sputnik 1 in 1957 increased the 
arms race. 

 
B.) Describe one effect of the Arms 
Race on relations between the USA 

and Soviet Union (4 marks). 
 

Warsaw Pact 
May 1955 

 Describe why the Warsaw Pact was created 

 Describe who the members of the Pact were.  

 Describe the impact of the Pact on Superpower Relations. 
 

C.) Why did the USSR establish the 
Warsaw Pact in May 1955? Explain 

your answer (8 marks). 
 

Peaceful 
Coexistence 

and De-
Stalinisation 

1956 

 Describe what peaceful co-existence means. 

 Describe what de-Stalinisation means. 

 Describe the impact of Khrushchev’s peaceful co-existence 
policy on Superpower Relations. 

 
C.) Why had Khrushchev’s Policy of 
Peaceful Co-Existence ended by 
1961? Explain your answer (8 

marks). 

 

The Hungarian 
Uprising 

1956 

 Describe the causes, events and effects of the Hungarian 
Crisis. 

 Describe the impact of the Hungarian Uprising on 
Superpower Relations. 

 

C.) Why did Warsaw Pact troops 
invade Hungary in November 1956? 

Explain your answer (8 marks). 
 

 

Key 
Question 4 

Topics You should be able to: Checklist Exam Questions Checklist 

How serious 
was the 

Berlin Crisis? 

The Berlin 
Issue 

 Describe why there was a crisis in Berlin 1949-1960. 

 Describe what talks were held to solve the issue in 1959.  

C.) Why was there a crisis over Berlin 
in the years 1949-1961? Explain your 

answer (8 marks). 

 

 

 

The U2 
Incident 

May 1960 
 Describe what happened during the U2 incident.  

B.) Describe one effect of the U2 
Incident on relations between the USA 

and Soviet Union (4 marks). 
 

The Paris 
Summit 

Conference 
May 1960 

 Describe how the U2 incident led to the Paris Summit walk-out 
by Khrushchev.  

C.) Why did Khrushchev walk out of 
the Paris Summit in May 1960? 
Explain your answer (8 marks). 

 



Vienna 
Summit 

Conference 
Jun 1961 

 Describe what happened at the Vienna Conference.  

B.) Describe one effect of the Vienna 
Summit Conference on relations 

between the USA and Soviet Union (4 
marks). 

 

Construction 
of the Berlin 

Wall 
Aug 1961 

 Describe when, how and why the Berlin Wall was constructed. 

 Describe the impact of the construction of the Berlin Wall on 
Superpower Relations. 

 
C.) Why did the USSR build the Berlin 
Wall in 1961? Explain your answer (8 

marks). 
 

 

Key 
Question 5 

Topics You should be able to: Checklist Exam Questions Checklist 

How 
serious was 
the Cuban 

Missile 
Crisis? 

The Cuban 
Revolution 

1959 
 Describe the causes, events and effects of the Cuban Revolution.  

C.) Why did the USA decide to 
launch the Bay of Pigs Invasion in 
April 1961? Explain your answer 

(8 marks). 
 

B.) Describe one effect of the Bay 
of Pigs Invasion on relations 
between the USA and Soviet 

Union (4 marks). 
 

C.) Why was there a crisis over 
missiles in Cuba in 1962? Explain 

your answer (8 marks). 
 

B.) Describe one effect of the 
Cuban Missile Crisis on relations 

between the USA and Soviet 
Union (4 marks). 

 

 

Bay of Pigs 
Invasion 
Apr 1961 

 Describe why the USA launched the Bay of Pigs invasion. 

 Describe why the invasion failed. 

 Describe how the invasion strengthened relations between Cuba 
and the USSR. 

 Describe why the USSR agreed to station missiles on Cuba. 

  

Key Events 
of the Crisis 
Oct 1962 

 Describe the key events of the Cuban Missile Crisis. 

 Describe the deal that was made between Kennedy and 
Khrushchev 

  

Impact on 
East-West 
Relations 

 Describe the impact and effects of the Cuban Missile Crisis on 
Superpower Relations.   

 


