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Managing Your Reading  
 
What sort of sources are you looking for? You might want to stage your reading. 
Your provisional bibliography might list sources in order of difficulty. Remember 
too that you only have to use six sources well for the Historical Enquiry. Of 
course you may use more sources but the Enquiry is not a PhD thesis.  
 
Good starting-points are A Level textbooks and topic books., for example the 
Access to History series. They provide a narrative and an overview, especially 
important given that you are studying an off-syllabus topic.  
 
Then look at surveys/general histories or popular histories aimed at a broad lay 
audience.  
 
Read articles which have the advantage of being briefer and sometimes more 
accessible than books. Distinguish between articles in general magazines like 
History Today and BBC History on the one hand and academic journals on the 
other.  
 
Book reviews could be seen as the recourse of a lazy student. They are never a   
substitute for reading the book itself but are still useful. They will often discuss 
the historiography of a particular topic and comment on the reliability and the 
methods of the author.  
 
Read monographs, specialist books on a single subject.  
 
Where to Locate Sources 
 
Effective research begins at home. Search the stock of the School Library via 
home page on the RGS intranet. Search by author, title or keyword on the online 
catalogue. There is a huge History section which goes well beyond current AS 
and A Level syllabuses. Subject to cost and a reasonable number of requests, the 
School Library will also order books for you.   

 
We have an institutional 
subscription to the 
History Today archive, a 
collection of all the 
articles and book reviews 
which have appeared in 
History Today and History 
Review (a magazine for 
Sixth formers) since 
1980.  Log on at school 
via RGS home page. Look 

for History Today icon. User Name: tilbrook; Password: historian. 
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RGS also has an institutional subscription to Cambridge 
Companions Online, a collection of essays on key themes and 
figures in literature, philosophy and religion. There are one 
or two conventional historical entries too, for example on 
Gandhi. This is a useful resource if your Enquiry is about 
intellectual or literary history. There is an index of entries in 
the Historical Enquiry folder in the shared area. Cambridge 
Companions can be accessed at school via the home page. If 
you want to use this resource at home, consult Dr Barker. 

 
Visit your local library.  Newcastle City Library is worth joining. You do not have 
to live within Newcastle City Council to become a member. The Library has a 
good collection of general history books, a large Biography section and operates 
an inter-library loan system. 
 
If your Enquiry is on British history, and particularly if it covers an individual, go 

to the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography 
[DNB]. Entries are written by subject specialists 
and the final section usually covers 
historiography. Familiarity with the 
historiography of a subject is important if you are 
going to score highly under AO2(b). 
 
 

 
Use Google Book Search to source books in 
print on your topic. Think about the 
suitability of sources.  Get a feel for the level 
of difficulty of a book. A book published by a 
university press might be too advanced and 
certainly would not be a good starting-point 
for your research. Having located one 
relevant and recent source, look at the Bibliography and hunt for other sources. 
Follow a lead.  
 
You can also find books through commercial websites. Use Amazon and 
Blackwells to identify books on a particular topic. You do not have to buy them. 
On Amazon, once you have found a book, scroll down to Product Details and you 
will usually be told more.  
 
Websites are useful and admissible. They can be cited in your Bibliography like 
any other source. However, treat them as critically as you would a book. Do not 
suspend your critical faculties just because you are on the internet. There are 
many unreliable internet sites and you can waste a lot of time surfing. 
Recognised educational websites and university websites can be trusted. Use the 
internet to source books but use books before websites. 
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Within the Institute for Historical Research website (www.history.ac.uk) is a 
useful manual Internet Resources for History 
- the best of the web which is a guide to a 
wide range of history sites on the net and 
tells you a little about each site. Go here first 
before randomly surfing the net. 
http://www.history.ac.uk/sites/history.ac.
uk/files/IHR_guide_Internet_resources.pdf 
 

 
British History Online can also be accessed via the Institute for Historical 
Research’s website. It is a digital library of key printed primary and secondary 
sources for British history and can be searched by topic, period and place. 
http://www.british-history.ac.uk 
 
If you are studying a topic in British history, do not forget the National Archives, 

a rich treasury of primary sources on British history 
with a student-friendly education area. 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education 
 
 
 

 
Articles in academic journals can be accessed through JSTOR http://uk.jstor.org 
However, you will not usually be able to read more than a snippet without an 
institutional subscription to that particular journal which the RGS will not have. 
You might want to pay for a short-term subscription yourself or sometimes you 
can pay to download individual articles. Yes, be ambitious in your reading but 
you will probably not need academic journals.  
 

The long-running and splendid Radio 4 discussion 
programme In Our Time  (the format is three 
academics discussing a topic or theme under the 
chairmanship of Melvyn Bragg) has a fantastic 
archive divided into the following categories: 
History/Science/Philosophy/Culture/Ancient 
Greece. Highly 
recommended.www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/features/in
-our-time/archive 
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