
On the Gathering of the First Crusade 

1 Study the following documents and answer all the questions which follow. In 
evaluating and commenting upon the documents, it is essential to set them 
alongside, and make use of, your own contextual knowledge. 

 
A Pope Gregory VII calls for Christians to go to the aid of Byzantium in 1074. The 

expedition never happened, mainly because of Gregory’s dispute with the 
German emperor, Henry IV. 
 
A pagan race had overcome the Christians and with horrible cruelty had 
devastated everything almost to the walls of Constantinople, and were now 
governing the conquered lands with tyrannical violence, and that they had slain 
many thousands of Christians as if they were but sheep. If we love God and wish 
to be recognised as Christians, we should be filled with grief at the misfortune of 
this great empire [the Greek] and the murder of so many Christians... Therefore 
we beseech you by the faith in which you are united through Christ in the 
adoption of the sons of God, and by the authority of St. Peter, prince of apostles, 
we admonish you that you be moved to proper compassion by the wounds and 
blood of your brethren and the danger of the aforesaid empire and that, for the 
sake of Christ, you undertake the difficult task of bearing aid to your brethren [the 
Greeks].  

 
B A description of the great German Pilgrimage of 1064-65, written several years 

after the event. 
 

An almost incredible multitude set out for Jerusalem this year to worship at the 
sepulchre of the Lord. So many people took part in the pilgrimage and so much 
has been said about it that, lest its omission seem serious, we should briefly 
summarize here what transpired. The leaders were followed by a multitude of 
counts and princes, rich and poor, whose numbers seemed to exceed twelve 
thousand… [On] April 12 they entered the holy city. One cannot describe with 
words the fountain of tears which as shed there, the number and purity of the 
prayers and consecrated hosts which were sacrificed to God, or the joyful spirit 
with which, after many sighs, the pilgrims now chanted: "We hall now pay 
reverence at his foot stool." [Psalms. 131;1] After they had spent thirteen days 
there, fulfilling with intimate devotion their vows to the Lord, they finally returned in 
exultation... Large numbers of Arabs gathered together at many places along the 
route, lying in ambush at all the entrances to the road, for they still sorrowed over 
the prey which had been snatched from their jaws. 

 
Annalist of Nieder-Altaich 

 
C From Fulcher of Chartres account of Pope Urban II’s speech at C lermont, 1095, 

written from 1101 onwards. It is disputed whether or not Fulcher was present at 
Clermont. 
 
Although, O sons of God, you have promised more firmly than ever to keep the 
peace among yourselves and to preserve the rights of the church, there remains 
still an important work for you to do. Freshly quickened by the divine correction, 
you must apply the strength of your righteousness to another matter which 
concerns you as well as God. For your brethren who live in the east are in urgent 
need of your help, and you must hasten to give them the aid which has often 
been promised them. For, as the most of you have heard, the Turks and Arabs 
have attacked them and have conquered the territory of Romania [the Greek 



empire].... They have occupied more and more of the lands of those Christians, 
and have overcome them in seven battles. They have killed and captured many, 
and have destroyed the churches and devastated the empire… On this account I, 
or rather the Lord, beseech you as Christ's heralds to publish this everywhere 
and to persuade all people of whatever rank, foot-soldiers and knights, poor and 
rich, to carry aid promptly to those Christians and to destroy that vile race from 
the lands of our friends… Moreover, Christ commands it. 

  
Fulcher of Chartres, Historia Hierosolimitana 

 
D Pope Urban II’s letter calling for a Crusade, written after he had preached at 

Clermont and in France 
 
Your brotherhood, we believe, has long since learned from many accounts that a 
barbaric fury has deplorably afflicted an laid waste the churches of God in the 
regions of the Orient. More than this, blasphemous to say, it has even grasped in 
intolerable servitude its churches and the Holy City of Christ, glorified by His 
passion and resurrection. Grieving with pious concern at this calamity, we visited 
the regions of Gaul and devoted ourselves largely to urging the princes of the 
land and their subjects to free the churches of the East. We solemnly enjoined 
upon them… such an undertaking, as a preparation for the remission of all their 
sins. And we have constituted our most beloved son, Adhemar, Bishop of Puy, 
leader of this expedition and undertaking in our stead, so that those who, 
perchance, may wish to undertake this journey should comply with his 
commands, as if they were our own, and submit fully to his loosings or bindings, 
as far as shall seem to belong to such an office.  

 
Letter of Instruction to the Crusaders, December 1095 

 
E Bohemond’s decision to go on Crusade, as described by a participant on the first 

Crusade, written shortly after. 
 

But Bohemond… heard that a countless host of Christians from among the 
Franks had come to go to the Sepulchre of the Lord, and that they were prepared 
for battle against the pagan horde. He then began to inquire closely what fighting 
arms these people bore, and what sign of Christ they carried on the way, or what 
battle cry they shouted. The following replies were made to him in order: "They 
bear arms suitable for battle; on the right shoulder, or between both shoulders, 
they wear the cross of Christ; the cry, 'God wills itl God wills it! God wills it!' they 
shout in truth with one voice." Moved straightway by the Holy Spirit, he ordered 
the most precious cloak which he had with him cut to pieces, and straightway he 
had the whole of it made into crosses. Thereupon, most of the knights engaged in 
that siege rushed eagerly to him, so that Count Roger remained almost alone. 

 
Returning again to his own land, Lord Bohemond diligently prepared himself to 
undertake in true earnest the journey to the Holy Sepulchre… Then the wise 
Bohemond ordered a council with his people, comforting and admonishing all 
(with these words). "Senors, take heed all of you, for we are pilgrims of God.” 

 
Gesta Francorum 

 
 

(a)  How far is the view of the reasons for Pope Urban calling for a crusade in 

Document C corroborated by Document D?    [10] 
 



(b)  How convincing is the evidence provided by this set of documents for the 

view that it was the desire to take Jerusalem that led to the calling of the first 
Crusade? In making your evaluation, you should refer to contextual 
knowledge as well as to all the documents in this set (A–E).  
        [20] 


