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Flight Details 

Key Addresses and Telephone Numbers 

Where we are staying 

Industriepalast Hostel  
Warschauer Strasse 43 
Berlin 10243  

Tel. +49 (0) 30 74 07 82 9 0  
Fax +49 (0) 30 74 07 82 9 29  
email: rezeption@ip-hostel.com 

The hostel in the Friedrichshain district east of the city centre (Mitte). The 
nearest U-Bahn station is Warschauer Strasse.  

Staff Mobile Numbers 
ESM (mobile) in Berlin: +44 7764 832565. 
OLE (mobile) in Berlin: +44 7729 761107 
AHP (mobile) in Berlin: +44 7791 646859 

Emergency Numbers 
Police  110 
Ambulance   112 
Fire  112 

Outward 
Friday 14th February 
Meet Eskdale Terrace, 
07.00 
Coach to Edinburgh 
Depart Edinburgh 
Airport  
Flight EZY5548 
12.55 
Arrive Berlin Tegel 
15.55

Inward 
Monday 17th February 
Depart Berlin Tegel  
Flight EZY5547 
14.15 
Arrive Edinburgh Airport 
15.35 
Coach to Newcastle  
Back in Newcastle 19.00 
approx. 
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The Brandenburg Gate (Brandenburger Tor) 

If cities may be said to have symbols, then Berlin's is the Brandenburg Gate. It stands 
at the western end of the avenue Unter den Linden. It was built in the neo-classical 
idiom by Carl Langhans, who based his design on the Propylaea, the entrance to the 
Acropolis in Athens. It served both a practical and ceremonial function, acting as a 
city gate and Berlin's arch of triumph. The Gate, like the later Reichstag building, 
became a powerful monument to German unity. Its location was important, standing 
astride a major east-west axis, looking towards the Siegessaule (Victory Column) in 
the west and guarding the gateway to Berlin's most important thoroughfare, Unter 
den Linden, to the east. It has witnessed some of the grieat exits and entrances of 
German history. Napoleon marched through the Gate to take Berlin 1806. Kaiser 
Wilhelm I rode past to celebrate German unification in 1871 and Bismarck, architect 
of German unity, left Berlin in disgrace through its arches after he had been sacked as 
Chancellor by Kaiser Wilhelm I I in 1890. Wilhelm himself made a similarly 
ignominious exit in his Daimler after abdicating in 1918. When Hitler came to power 
on 30 January 1933, his stormtroopers celebrated with a torchlit procession through 
the Gate. In 1945 Red Army soldiers hoisted the Red Flag atop the war-scarred 
structure. The whole structure was badly damaged during World War Two and the 
Quadriga was destroyed by bombs. It was not replaced until 1958-59 when the 
existing statue was recast in West Germany from the origiinal moulds. Between 1961 
and 1989 the Gate was a symbol of the partition of Berlin and lay on the very edge of 
the eastern sector. It was part of the no man's land between east and west Berlin, 
the so-called 'death strip', where those attempting to escape to the West were shot 
by East German border guards. The Gate was reopened on December 22 1989 as 
East and West Berlin were reunited prior to the reunification of Germany as a whole 
the following year. The Gate was covered and underwent extensive restoration and 
cleaning in 200 I and 2002. 

It is surmounted by the celebrated Quadriga of Victory, a chariot drawn by four 
horses. The sculpture is 6 metres high and was created by Johann Gottfried 
Schadow. The chariot is driven by a laurel-crowned goddess of peace. There is a 
certain irony about the Gate's association with peace. In 1806 Napoleon celebrated 
victory over the Prussian armies by marching under the arch and taking home the 
bronze Quadriga as war booty. The Gate has also been a focus for political 
radicalism. The revolutionaries of 1848 and 1918 met under its gilded form. In the 
1930s it was a rallying-point for Nazi paramilitaries. Like so many of Berlin's 
monuments, it evokes ambiguous responses because of th,e city's dark history. When 
the copy of the Quadriga was made in the 1950s, the East German government 
insisted that the Prussian Iron Cross should be removed from the goddess's laurel 
wreath, seeing it as an expression of Prussian-German militarism. In 1989, however, 
the Iron Cross was replaced. One can understand why the Gate continues to create 
unease among Berliners as a symbol of their city. 
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The New Synagogue 

The synagogue is in the Scheunenviertel, the heart of Berlin's large Jewish Quarter. 

During the 19th century the community flourished. Its prosperity was reflected in the 
grand building of the New Synagogue. 

Opened in 1866 in the presence of Otto von Bismarck - an interesting historical note 
that the Iron Chancellor persecuted Roman Catholics but not Jews. 

The design of the Synagogue was a highly sophisticated response to the 
asymmetrical shape of the plot of land, with a narrow facade flanked by a pair of 
towers and crowned with a dome containing a round vestibule. 

A series of small rooms opened off the vestibule, including an ante-room and two 
prayer rooms, one large and one small. 

The two towers opened onto a staircase leading to the galleries. The main hall had 
space for around 3000 worshippers. 

An innovative use of iron in the construction of the roof and galleries put the 
synagogue at the forefront of 19th century civil engineering. 

With its gilded dome, this fascinating building was Berlin's largest synagogue until it 
was destroyed on Kristallnacht (9 November 1938). further damage was done during 
the war by Allied bombs. 

In 1958 the building was demolished by the government. Reconstruction was 
completed in 
1995. 
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The Reichstag 

But what should an 

imperial parliament look 
like? 
After Prussia's victory over 
France in 1871 and the 
founding of the Second 
German Empire which resulted 
from it, it was necessary to 
acquire a building for the 
Imperial Parliament. 
A competition was organised 

and in 1872 one-hundred and 
three architects entered for it. 
Ludwig Bohnstedt won - he 
proposed a monumental 
construction with an emphasis 
on the horizontal. The 
entrance was a portico 
modelled on a Roman 
triumphal arch with a Quadriga 
in the style of the Brandenburg 
Gate. The building was to be 
crowned with a glass dome the 
function of which was to 
emphasise the importance of 
the assembly chamber. 

The parliamentary 
Committee in charge of 
the project could not 
find a suitable site - they 
investigated sixty-six 
sites in Berlin. Ten years 
passed before the 
present location was 
found. One causality of 
the delay was 
Bronstedt's design which 
was now considered 
old-fashioned. A new 
competition was held. 
This time 189 architects 
submitted plans. 

The winner was 
Paul Wallet of Frankfurt. 

We are not amused 

The foundation stone was laid 
by Emperor Wilhelm I in 1884. 
As the building progressed 
there was much controversy 
about the dome. Experts 
thought the structure was 
insecure; aesthetes thought the 
dome bombastic and others 
regarded it as too high. 
Emperor Wilhelm II, echoing 
his grandmother Queen 
Victoria was not reticent in 
proclaiming that he was not 
amused. 'Call that a 
parliament!' He said. Wilhelm 
especially hated the dome 
because of its plainnness, 
among other things. 

Den Deutschen Volke. 
The idea to install a dedication 
to the German people had 
been stalled for 20 years mainly 

because the Emperor did not 
approve. However, when the 
First World War began to 
create problems for Germany, 
the government decided that a 
morale boost was needed. 
\,Vhat better way to combat 
the haemorrhage of loyalty 
than an inscription? Two guns 
(from the 1815 war of 
liberation) were melted down 
to make the 60 cm-high letters 
which were emplaced in 
December 1916. Ironically, a 
Jewish foundry created the 
inscription - the owners (the 
Loevy family) perished in the 
Third Reich. 

fire 
Fact: an unemployed 
Dutchman, Marinus van der 
Lubbe, started the fire. Query: 
'Was he acting alone? Was he 
incited by Communists? Or by 
Nazis? The debate cannot be 
settled as there is not proof 
that Nazis were involved. 
Probably Lubbe was acting 
alone and was neither helped 
or incited. Whatever the fire 
was the beginning of the Nazi 
dictatorship. The fire damage 
was cleared away and the 
Nazis used the gutted building 
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as a tourist/propaganda attr �--------------7action. 

In order to demonstrate 
that Hitler had been 
defeated, Stalin ordered 
Pravda to carry a photo on 
I May 1945 which showed 
the Red Flag flying from the 
Reichstag. In fact twenty 
different versions of the 
scene were photographed 
by Jewgenij Chaldeij (who 

died in 1996). In 1945 those 
involved did not mention 
the existence of many 
versions and the one shown 
here was believed to be the 
orginal record of the event. 

The Reichstag in the 
Cold War. 
The Allies had prohibited 
Berlin's becoming the Capital 
of The Federal Republic of 
Germany (FRG). Bonn was the 
seat of government. It was 
therefore doubtful that the 
bombed out Reichstag would 
ever be needed again and in 
fact there was a strong faction 
wanting it razed. 

In 1954 the dome was 
blown up. 

Then the Cold War entered 
a competitive stage. In 1957 
the East German authorities 
declared East Berlin as the 
Capital of the Democratic 
Republic. This goaded the FRG 
to announce the redeveloment 
of their part of Berlin. In 1957 
parts of the west side of the 
Reichstag were 

Repaired. In 1960 the 
government initiated a limited 
replanning exercise in order to 

put the building into 

rudimentary working order. 
Work was started in 1961. 

However, the building of the 
Berlin Wall in 1961 put the 
building in the immediate 
border-area. Work continued 
but the Federal government 
was not clear about the 
building's use. In fact during the 
70s and 80s the place had a 
desultory existence and housed 
various government 
committees and conferences. 

Then the Wall came down -
9 November 1989. The two 
Germanys were united. The 
Bonn government relocated in 
Berlin. 

During the 1990s 
parliament launched various 
competitions for designs for 
upgrading the old Reichstag 
building for use as a new 
national parliament. 

The British architect, 
Norman Foster, proposed a 
large segmented roof - this was 
denoted by the design 
committee as 'a petrol station 

1945 

The Red Flag flies 
from the 
Reichstag. 
The 
building 
becomes a 
symbol of the 
victory over Nazi 
Germany. 

roof. Foster was rejected 
on grounds of cost. The 
Committee came back to 

foster and insisted they 
wanted a dome. Foster was 
adament against a dome - he 
even found it difficult to draw 
,one. However, as the 
,commission was prestigious he 
gritted his teeth and gave 

_
them 

a design in the hope that its 
cost would put them off. The 
Committee did not like 
Foster's design and asked for 
another. The second design 
fared no better. After 
twenty-seven attempts Foster 
came up with the present 
shape _ not a hemisphere or a 
beehive but a structure like a 
satellite dish with an open end 
or like a decapitated ice-cream. 
The central point consisted of 
a light directing element in the 
shape of a funnel, which wa

_
s 

supposed to direct the sunlight
into the assembly chamber by 
means of 360 moving mirrors. 
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The Berliner Dom 

One boring way of interpreting a cathedral is to regard it as a big building where acts 
of Christian worship take place. 

More interestingly, perhaps a cathedral may be seen as a tribal centre - a place 
where the history of the tribe is recorded; where its cultural values are celebrated. 
Most of all, cathedrals are (or rather were) the show cases of the local ruling dynasty 
and their attendant big-wigs. The tombs of the great and the good are displayed like 
trophies; their inscriptions being publicity statements couched in the brash terms of a 
political election manifesto. Today, in more egalitarian times when political 
correctness ousts dynastic triumphalism and divinely sanctioned social "order", a 
cathedral is "an egalitarian communal space" where the ants of the colony gather to 
celebrate inclusivity and sameness. 

The original PROTESTANT CATHEDRAL was built in the 18th century. It was 

the mausoleum of the HOHENZOLLERN family - the royal family of Prussia 

later transmogrified by Bismarck into Emperors of the Second Reich. As the 

dynasty, kingdom and Empire grew in importance (and pretension) the 

cathedral was redesigned. More grandeur please, Mr Architect! 

What you see today was erected between 1894-1905. 
The style is a modernised version of the BAROQUE. This style is rich and 
ornamental. 

Following Second World War damage, the building was restored in a simplified form. 
The Hohenzollern mausoleum that once adjoined the northern wall of the cathedral 
has been dismantled. 

Maybe the "light style" of the rebuilding exemplifies our modern caution with the use 
of money on public works; maybe the absence of a ruling dynasty renders curlicues 
otiose? Perhaps the scaled-down architecture evinces a belief less secure than that 
of former believing generations in the transcendent? 

� 
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j' The Ascension ,-
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STAR FEATURES 

* The Elector's Tomb 

* Church Interior 

* Sarcophagi of Fried• 
rich I and hls Wlfc 
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THE BEGINNING 

Hitler was appointed chancellor by Hindenburg at I I :30 in the morning on January 30 
( 1933). That evening the Nazis celebrated their victory with a torch-light procession 
through the streets of Berlin, the first of many such extravaganzas. Having assembled in the 
Tiergarten, the members paraded east through the Brandenburg Gate, crossed the Pariser 
Platz, then turned down the Wilhelmstrasse. Watching the procession, Theodor 

Dusterberg of the 
Stalhelm noticed 
thousands of 
townspeople joining 
the celebrations. 'The 
Berliners, usually so 
level-headed, witty and 
sceptical were in a 
state of collective 
delirium,' he reported ... 
But not all Berliners 
were jubilant. As the 
procession passed his 
house near the 
Brandenburg Gate, 
Max Liebermann was 

heard to mutter: 'Pity one can't eat as much as one wants to vomit.' From 'Berlin' by 
D.C.Large.

\ " 
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Concentration Camps 
Third Reich 

The organisation of the camps. 

One of Himmler's key objectives was the 
centralisation of the running of 
concentration camps. During 1933-1934 the 
unofficial camps run by the SA were closed 
or placed under the SS. 

In 1934, Himmler appointed Theodor Eicke, 
who had run Camp Dachau since the 
summer of 1933, to the post of Inspector of 
Concentration Camps. Eicke reorganised 
camps and systematised the use of terror. 

In 1939, there were six camps with roughly 
21.000 prisoners; Dachau, Sachsenhausen, 
Buchenwald, Flossenburg, Mauthausen and 
Ravensbriick. 

The enormous increase of the number of 
inmates once war had broken out led to the 
extension of the use of prisoners for labour. 
Then came the policy of 'extermination 
through labour'. The composition of 
prisoners changed during the war, and in 
1945 roughly 90 pe cent of them were 
non-Germans. In 1944, twenty 
concentration camps with 165 satellite 
forced labour camps existed. 

During the second half of 1942, 57.503 
inmates out of 9.5,000 died; in the first eight 
months of 1943, over 60,000. In January 
1945 there were over 700,000 prisoners in 
the camps, 200,000 of them women. 40,000 
SS guards kept the camps in order. 

Protective Custody 

One of the harshest measures used against 
an 'Enemy of State and People' was 
protective custody. The victim's inevitable 
destination was ;a concentration camp. 

As a rule, the State Police applied for this 
category of arrest. Then the Gestapo took 
over and processed the case and eventually 
the protective custody order was issued 
with the written approval of the Chief of the 
Gestapo, or of Heydrich, or, in very special 
cases, of Himmler himself. 

By the end of 1939 the rule was that 
ordinarily nobody could be released from 
protective custody while the war lasted. 
From May 1943, local Gestapo branches had 
the right to take Polish prisoners into 
protective custc>dy. Headquarters merely 
had to be informed of the matter. 
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How many protective custody orders 
were issued it is now impossible to calculate. 
From the beginning of Heydrich's period as 
Head of the Gestapo in 1934, all protective 
custody orders were marked by the initial 
letter of the detainee's last name and was 
followed by a consecutive number. One of 
the last orders still extant by which 
protective custody was imposed bears the 
number M 34 591. This means that at least 
34,591 persons whose last name began with 
an "M" were held in protective custody until 
1945. 

The repeal of fundamental rights, 
following the fire of the Reichstag in 
February 1933 and the elimination of formal 
judicial reviews of Gestapo procedures and 
the imposition of protective custody and its 
implementation in concentration camps, all 
made possible whatever 'special treatment' 
the Nazi leadership wanted to employ 
against any individual prisoner. 

The official who had been in charge of 
Protective Custody stated after the war: 'As 
an official accustomed to obey orders I 
could not possibly imagine that the Reich 
leadership which had been formally 
recognised by all the foreign powers would 
issue unlawful orders. And with regard to 
the more severe orders that were issued, 
those I considered justified measures taken 
in wartime.' 

After the war. 

The international military tribunal at 
Nuremberg declared the Gestapo, SS and 
Security Service, to have been criminal 
organisations. One of the twenty-four 
defendants in the trial of the major war 
criminals was Ernest Kaltenbrunner, last 
head of the Reich Security Main Office. In 
1946 he was executed, During the trial of 
the commanders of the 'special units' 
[Deaths Head units], only one, Ohlendorf, 
was sentenced to death and executed. The 
other two were given prison sentences and 
released after a few years. In subsequent 

years, criminal prosecutions initiated by the 
German judicial authorities against former 
officials of the G,estapo, SS and ShD, were 
very rare. Many were spared any criminal 
prosecution. 

Who knew of the camps? 

There was much evidence of the existence 
of the camps. The British government 
published a White Paper in 1939 on the Nazi 
concentration camps and a widely read 
Penguin Book on international affairs ( 1939) 
listed four camps (including Oranienburg). 
Reluctance outside Germany to believe 
horror stories was probably due to British 
allegations of Ge:rman atrocities during the 
1914-18 war which were later proven 
untrue. Karl Wolff, Himmler's SS 
chief-of-staff, however, claimed that 
Himmler himself had never spoken to him 
about concentration camps. Most seem to 
have imagined that the camps simply 
provided labour for delinquents, and to have 
closed their minds to accounts of brutality. 
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ORANIENBURG CONCENTRATl<)N CAMP 

On 23 March 1933 the 
Storm-troopers at 
Oranienburg arrested forty 
Communists and locked 
them up in a disused 
brewery in the town. 

So started the first ever 
concentration camp of the 
Nazi regime. Until it was 
closed in 1934 this camp was 
a major part of the 

nazification of Berlin. 
Three thousand men and 

three women were 
incarcerated here. At least 
sixteen of them were 
murdered. 

The brewery was 
demolished in the 1960s and 
a Police Station built on the 
site (photo above). Little 
existed that would keep 
alive the memory of what 
had happened here during 
1933 and 1934. Just a small 
bronze plaque was the only 
visible record of the crimes 
perpetrated in the camp. 

The camp was situated at 
20 Berlinerstrasse. 
Overlooked by the houses 
of the town and the Law 
Court, the camp stood 
beside the busy main road to 
Berlin. 

Prison life 
Roll call was held in the yard 
in front of the brewery 
where the prisoners had to 
stand at attention for hours 
at a time. Sometimes they 
were driven round obstacle 
courses. Stones and rubble 
had to carried around 
repeatedly, from one side of 
the yard to another. Some 
prisoners were detailed to 
get the grass from between 
the cobblestones with bits of 
broken glass or sticks. There 
were a metalwork shop and 
a carpenters shop and a 
weapons unit where 
prisoners did repairs for 
outside clients such as the 
Reichswehr. 

Prisoners were hired 
out and could be seen 
around the town doing 
house repairs, mending 
roads and carrying out 
assignments for the Town 
Council. All profits went 
into the pockets of the SA 

As a pool of cheap 
labour and as a customer of 
local shops, the prison 
became an important 
economic resource for 
Oranienburg. 

Propaganda value of the 
camp. 

The propaganda value of 
the camp was enhanced by 
its position in the town 
centre. As it was only a few 
kilometres from the centre 
of Berlin it was a convenient 
place for journalists to pick 
up an easy story. 

Weekly newsreels in 
cinemas throughout 
Germany presented images 
e►f the camp. Official 
publicity emphasised the 
camp's role as a place for 
re-educating subversives. 
The camp's Commandant 
flatly denied that there was 
any mistreatment of 
prisoners. However, the 
propaganda contained an 
element of double-think. 
'Tough treatment (which 
does not occur) will only be 
resented by those who 
deserve it!' 

Prisoners were driven

around obstacle courses 
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The prisoners 
They were brought from 
Berlin or were residents of 
Oranienburg. Most were 
released after a few weeks. 
Others remained for more 
than a year. For some their 
stay at Oranienburg was the 
start of a long journey 
through the torture 
chambers of the Third Reich. 

The son of the founder of 
the Weimar Republic, 
Frederiech Ebert, was kept 
here as was the leader of the 
Berlin SPD, Franz KUnstler 
and leaders of the Berlin 
Communist Party. 

Jews were imprisoned 
here on account of their 
race. They were treated 
badly; their heads were 
shaved and they were 
detailed to do the filthy jobs 
(such as cleaning lavatories) 
with their bare hands. They 
were segregated in a special 
Jewish Company in 1934 and 
had to wear white arm 
bands. 

Erich Miisham 
Today there is a memorial 
stone for MUsham near the 
site of the brewery. He was 
an anarchist, intellectual and 
Jew and was involved with 
the Munich Soviet. It was 
erected by the commuist 
authorities when 
Oranienburg was part of the 
FDR. 

To the SA M Us ham was 
the symbol of everything 
they loathed. When he 
arrived at Oranienburg he 
had already been through a 
number of Storm Trooper 
prisoners and his beatings 
had left him half deaf. 

In July 1934 he reported 
to his fellow inmates that 
the Governor of the camp 
had given him three days to 
take his own life. This he 
publicly refused to do. He 
was found hanging above a 
toilet - an unlikely case of 
suicide since the noose was 
made so carefully that he 
could not possibly have done 
it himself. 

MUsham's death caused 
an international outcry in 
the communities of Jewish 
emigres. Two- hundred 
thousand copies of a book 
on Oranienburg written by 
an escaped prisoner were 
sold in six languages. The 
author travelled all over 
lecturing on the Nazi regime 
in Germany and the 
Oranienburg Camp. To 
silence him the Nazis took 
his wife and one-year-old 
child into custody. However, 

a member of the British 
House of Lords managed to 
get the hostages released 
and resettled in England. 

Himmler defined the 
guidelines in 1934 for the 
management of 
concentration camps 
throughout the Reich. Most 

of the SA 'wildcat camps' 
were closed, their prisoners 
being transferred to SS 
camps. On 13 July 1934 after 
the SA leadership had been 
purged in the Night of the 
Long Knives, an SS unit came 
to Oranienburg and closed it 
clown. Ironically, prisoners 
at Oranienburg were made 
to duplicate plans for the 
new camp in the town - the 
first model SS camp at 
Sachshenhausen. 

Below: model of the SA 
concentration camp at 
Oranienburg. 1933-34. 
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The Concentration Camp 
at Sachsenhausen was built 
in the summer of 1936. It 
was the first camp to be 
established after Heinrich 
Himmler became Chief of 
the Police. The plan of the 
camp at Sachsenhausen was 
intended to be the model 
for other camps of its type. 
Sachsenhausen's symbolism 
subjugated the prisoners to 
the absolute power of the 
SS. Being located just 
outside Berlin, 
Sachsenhausen acquired a 
special role in the 
concentration camp 
system. In 1938 the 
Concentration Camp 
Inspectorate, was 
transferred to 
Oranienburg. 

The first the prisoners 
were mostly political 
opponents of the Nazi 
regime, but later 
increasing numbers of 
people designated by the 
National Socialists as 
socially, racially or 
biologically inferior arrived. 
From 1939 citizens from 
occupied European were 
brought in large numbers. 

Over 200,000 people 
were imprisoned at the 
Sachsenhausen between 
1936 and 1945. Tens of 
thousands of those people 

CONCENTRATION CAMP 

SACHSENHAUSEN 

died of starvation, disease, 
forced labour and 
mistreatment. Systematic 
murder was also carried out 
here. After the evacuation of 
the camp, in April 1945, 
thousands of prisoners died 
during the death marches. 
When the camp was 
liberated approximately 
3,000 sick prisoners were 
found by the Red Army. 

In 1945 the Soviets 
transferred their own 
prisoners to Sachsenhausen 
and colonised the buildings 
(with the exception of the 
extermination unit) which 
became Special Camp 
Number I. Former-Nazis 
were imprisoned here 
alongside those adjudged 
'socially undesirable' by the 
Communist authorities. All 
in all, the Soviets had three 
prison camps in Eastern 

Germany and Sachsenhausen 
was the largest. During its 
tilme as a Soviet camp, some 
sixty thousand people were 
incarcerated here and at 
least twelve thousand died 
of malnutrition and disease. 
Sachsenhausen's use as a 
prison was discontinued in 
1950 when the grounds and 
barracks were transferred to 
the Red Army, and the 

German Democratic 
Republic's Police and Army. 

In 1956 plans were 
prepared for a 
Sachsenhausen National 
Memorial. Instead of 
retaining the original 
structures the architects 
decided on a symbolic 
treatment of the 'victory of 
anti-fascism over fascism'. 
The monument was 
completed in 1961.

The photograph shows the 
Entrance into the prison camp. 
The building was also the 
administrative centre and the 
orderly room for the guards. At 
the top of the tower was a 
heavy machine gun. The guards 
in the tower had an 
uninterrupted view of the whole 
camp. 
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I Commandant's Area 
2 Commandant's House 
3 Original Entrance on the Lager Street: Because the neighbouring SS troop area 

was used by the National People's Army of the G.D.R. Fur military purposes, a 
new entrance was created in 1961 when the memorial was established, and is still 
in use today. 

4 SS-troop camp. 
5 New Museum 
6 Tower A: Entrance to the prisoner camp and headquarters of the SS-camp 

direction with mail censorship office, orderly room and tower crew with heavy 
machine gun 

7 Roll Call Area: Site of prisoner roll call count also used as punishment area. On 
the shoe testing track, constructed in 1940 with di vers1:! floor coverings, prisoners 
of the penal commando had to test the soles of army boots by marching for days. 
As part of the memorial design in 1961, a circular wall made of cross-shaped 
cement segments, in which the gable of the first ring of barracks is indicated, was 
placed along the roll call area. 

8 Site of the Gallows: Executions in front of prisoners at the roll call area were 
used to intimidate (for example, after escape attempts). At Christmas, the SS had a 
Christmas tree set up here. 

9 Small Camp: A barrack complex erected in 1938, in which mostly Jewish 
prisoners were held until their deportation to Auschwitz in October 1942. 

I 0 Barracks 38/39: In September 1992, a few days after Israeli Prime Minister 
Jitzhak Robin visited the Sachsenhausen Memorial, the "Jewish barracks," which 
had been reconstructed in 1961, were severely damaged and partly destroyed in 
an arson attack by right wing extremists. 

I I Prison: The T-shaped building, built in 1936 with 80 cells, was used for solitary 
confinement- often in total darkness - and mass imprisc,nment, as camp jail and 
special prison of the Gestapo. Only the foundations and one wing which was 
rebuilt in 1961 with original cell doors and barred windows remains. In the prison 
yard, isolated from the rest of the camp, was an underground Bunker and hanging 
stake for exceptionally brutal punishments. 

12 Prisoners' Kitchen 
13 Prisoners' Laundry Room 
14 Monument - Liberation by Rene Graetz. By choosing red triangles for the top of 

the monument the communist government of the GDR commemorated only the 
political prisoners who were identified by the Nazis with the red triangle. 

15 Crematorium and Extermination Site - 'Station Z'. This area was separated 
from the prisoners' compound by the camp wall. From the autumn of 1939 it 
served as the extermination site. At least 12,000 Soviet prisoners of war were 
murdered on this spot in 1941. In 1942 a new structur,e with a crematorium and a 
site for shooting prisoners in the neck was constructed. In 1943 a gas chamber 
was added. After the building was blown up in 1953, a massive memorial hall was 
built over the remaining foundations and, with the repe>sitioned the camp wall, 
was incorporated into the memorial. 

16 Execution trenches with Bullet Catch and Automati1c Gallows. (partially 
reconstructed). 

17 Factory yard. Here the SS had its own workshop wh,ere the prisoners did forced 
labour. 

18 Stone barracks of the special camp. This part of the Camp was erected in 1941 
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for allied prisoners of war. The Soviet Secret Service (NKVD) used it from 1945 
to 1950 to intern German war criminals. 

19 Cemetery. Created in 1955 for one of the mass graves of the dead from the 
Soviet Special Camp ( 1945-50) 

20 Infirmary Barracks. The two remaining were originally part of a complex of five 
infirmary barracks. These were used a show places for high-ranking visitors, 
foreign delegations and journalists. Medical experiments and selections for 
execution took place here. 

21 Mortuary and cellar for corpses. 
22 Field of graves. At least 300 prisoners who died in the infirmary during the 

weeks following the liberation in 1945 were buried here. 
23 Weapon production, weapon chamber and radio station in the Commandant's 

area. 
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CONCENTRATION CAMP SACHSENHAUSEN 
EXHIBITION 

Hut 38 

Construction of Barrack 38 
was completed in summer 
1938. It was part of the small 
camp, the first addition to 
the concentration camp 
which had been in existence 
from 1936 onwards. Among 
the first prisoners held in 
this barrack were Sinti and 
Roma. The Jewish prisoners 
(6,000 approx.) rounded up 
in the November 1938 
pogrom, were at times the 
only ones held in the small 
camp. 

Up to 400 men were 
packed into the hut designed 
to hold no more than 140. 
In the camp jargon, barrack 
38 and adjacent barracks 37 
and 39 became known as the 
Jews' Barracks. Apart from 
brief intervals, the SS 
maintained this situation 
until 1942. Following an 
order by Himmler, the 
Jewish inmates of all 
concentration camps on 
Reich territory were 
deported to the 
extermination camps in 
October 1942. 
Sachsenhausen prisoners 
were taken to Auschwitz. 
Subsequently, the SS 
imprisoned mainly inmates 
from Poland and the 
occupied Western European 
countries in the Barrack. 

In Spring 1945, women 
were held here for some 
time, 

as was also the case during 
the period of the Soviet 
Special Camp ( 1945-1950). 

In 1961, the barrack was 
rebuilt using original 
materials and became the 
Museum of the Resistance 
and Suffering of Jewish 
Citizens within the GDR. 

Neo-Nazi activity 

In 1992 shortly after the 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin paid a visit, 
Wing B of Hut 38 was 
destroyed in an arson attack, 
while the other wing and hut 
39 were severely damaged. 
The attack was one of a 
series of extreme right-wing, 
xenophobic and anti-Semitic 
assaults perpetrated in 
Germany from 1992 
onwards. In 1997, five years 
after the attack, 
reconstruction was 
completed. The Hut 38 
Museum conforms on its 
exterior to the basic design 
of barracks in concentration 
camps but the interior was 
made bigger than it would 
have been for the purposes 
of display. Sky-lights allow 
for some daylight to reach 
the new lower level. Traces 
of the arson attack are 
preserved behind glass and 
thus it is now part of the 
exhibition. 

The exhibition 
The exhibition documents 
the fate of seventy-four 
J1ewish prisoners at 
Sachsenhausen. 

The exhibited is 
presented on two tiers. The 
spatial transition to the 
lower level marks the 
beginning of the persecution 
of the Jews. On the ground 
level, biographies of 
individual Jews are 
presented. From 1936-38 
Jews were detained on 
political grounds. The 1938 
pogrom (Kristallnacht) led 
to the first mass arrests 
which were racially 
motivated. From the 
northern, central and 
,eastern regions of Germany, 
!Prisoners were brought to
Sachsenhausen. From
1939-43, prisoners were
:subject to increasingly
:severe conditions and
:systematic mistreatment.

Gays in Sachsenhausen. 
Jews were but one element 
of German society to be 
victimised. Homosexuals in 
the Third Reich were 
persecuted with particular 
vehemence and way beyond 
the regulations of the Code 
of Criminal Law. Gays were 
not only subject to protective 
custody but also to 
preventative custody. 
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Both led to imprisonment in 
a concentration camp. Male 
homosexuality was regarded 
as a threat to the 
Volksgemeinschaft and was 
incompatible with the nazi 
principles of racial 
population policies. The 
widespread prejudice against 
gays was exploited by the 
Nazis for political reasons -
for example, to justify the 
Roehm purge and in 1938 
General von Fritsch was 
deprived of his command on 
the grounds that he was 
homosexual. 

In 1934 a special 
department was set up in 
the Gestapo to deal with 
homosexuals. 

In 1935, article 175 of the 
criminal code was expanded, 
with more severe provisions 
added to it. Thousands of 
gays - there are no precise 
figures - were imprisoned in 
concentration camps. These 
men had to wear a pink 
triangle. They were subject 
to special harassment from 
the SS. There death rate was 
markedly higher than that of 
other categories of 
prisoners. 

Adapted from Topography of 

Terror, edited by Reinhard 

Rurup, edn 11 (2000), p. I 04. 
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Soviet War Memorial (Sowjetisches Ehrenmal), Treptow Park 

It is salutary to remember that 23 million Soviet soldiers and citizens (more than 
I 0% of the total population of the USSR) died during the war with Germany I 941-
45. It is hardly surprising that the conflict was known as the Great Patriotic War in
the Soviet Union.

The monument commemorates the Soviet Union's 305,000 estimated casualties 
during the Battle of Berlin (April - May 1945) and is the burial place of 5,000 of 
them. The arched entrance to the memorial bears the inscription in Russian and 
German, Eternal glory to the heroes who fell for the freedom and independence of the 
socialist homeland. Look out for a sculpture carved from a SO-ton block of granite of a 
grieving woman in marble, representing Mother Russia. Two soldiers kneel on either 
side, their guns resting in their helmets. The centrepiece of the memorial is a bronze 
figure of a soldier clutching a child to his breast with one hand while spearing a 
swastika with a mighty sword in the other. The figure also recalls a legendary Soviet 
sergeant-major, Trifon Lukyanovich, who died while protecting a child from the SS in 
the last few days of the war. Over I I metres high it is set on top of a hill (Hill of 
Honour) and modelled on a kurgan or traditional warriors' grave of the Don region. 
Inside the plinth is a memorial crypt with a mosaic in Socialist Realist style, depicting 
Soviet citizens (soldiers, mother, worker, peasant). Inscribed on the wall are the 
words, Today everyone recognises that the Soviet people through its sacrificial struggle 
saved European civilisation from the protagonists of the Fascist pogroms. Beneath the Hill 
of Honour are the mass graves of the Red Army troops. The tombs bear relief 
sculptures showing soldiers leaving their families, training for battle and defending 
cities such as Odessa and Stalingrad. Each relief is accompanied by a quotation from 
Stalin praising the bravery of his people. 

Despite the somewhat heavy-handed Stalinist overtones, this monument is moving 
by any standards. It was erected by a Soviet military committee of commanders and 
artists between 1946 and 1949, using marble from Hitler's wrecked chancellery and 
Swedish granite bought for the planned rebuilding of Berlin in triumphant Fascist 
style. 

In January 1990 the monument hit the headlines briefly when it was defaced, 
allegedly by neo-Nazis, despite the fact the site was guarded around the clock. Many 
East Germans suspected a stunt engineered by the still-communist government to 
turn public opinion against rising neo-Nazism. Prior to the Wende most of the 
visitors to the memorial were Soviet citizens who came by the busload tom pay their 
respects to the Soviet war dead. But since reunification growing numbers of former 
West Berliners have discovered the place and it is the scene of Sunday afternoon 
promenades for the space-starved inhabitants of Neukolln and Kreuzberg. It 
remains an important part of the Berlin cityscape, its sheer scale serving as a 
reminder of the Soviet Union's immense war losses during the Second World War, 
losses that help to explain post-war Soviet defence and fornign policy and the course 
of much of Berlin's post-war history. 
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Plotzensee Memorial (Gedenkstatte Plotzensee) 

Berlin sometimes has the feel of a city that has tried, unsucoessfully, to sweep its past 
under the carpet of the present. When concrete reminders of the past can be seen, 
their presence in today's city is all the more powerful. Nowhere is this more true 
than in the buildings where the Nazi powers brought dissidents and political 
opponents for imprisonment and execution - what is today known as the Plotzensee 
Memorial. Two stark grey concrete pillars mark the entrance to the memorial. The 
former prison buildings have been refurbished as a juvenile detention centre and the 
memorial consists of the buildings where the executions took place. 

This is a cold, isolated part of Berlin in keeping with the grisly events that took place 
here. After the concentration camps perhaps nowhere witnessed greater Nazi 
brutality than Plotzensee prison. Thousands of political detainees raked up by the 
Gestapo were held here in constant fear of torture or death, many of them arrested 
at random or on the basis of unsubstantiated allegations. More than 2500 people 
were hanged or guillotined here between 1933 and 1945. According to eyewitness 
reports, prisoners who fell ill would be ordered to squat for hours on a cold stone 
floor. When they begged for help, the guards would say,, 'What's the difference? 
You're going to have your head chopped off anyway.' Duriing a Nazi crackdown on 
dissent in September 1943 186 people were hanged in a single night. The bodies 
were taken to Berlin's Anatomical Institute where they were used in experiments by 
Nazi scientists working in the field of eugenics. As Plotzensee's chaplain later testified 
at the Nuremberg trials, prison staff were so overwhelmed by the nuber of corpses 
that they could not transfer them to the Institute fast enough and left piled up in an 
outhouse. 

'The measures I take will not be inhibited by any legal considerations .... My job is 
not to administer justice but only to destroy and exte:rminate, othing more,' 
commented Hermann Goring, who as Prussian Interior Minister began interning 
political prisoners in Plattzensee in 1933. Resistance fighters, Roman Catholic priests, 
Lutheran pastors, Social Democrats and even politicians who had served the Nazis 
were killed here. One detainee who had distributed transcripts of BBC news 
broadcasts in Hamburg, Helmuth Hubener, was just 17 when he died. After 
Stauffenberg's abortive plot to overthrow Hitler in July 1944,nearly 200 people 
connected with the conspiracy, however tenuously, were arrested and executed. 
Eighty-nine of them were brought to Plotzensee where they were strung up with 
piano wire - a particularly slow form of execution. Hitler had the proceedings filmed 
so that he could watch the deaths. 

The memorial was erected in 1952. The forecourt has been paved over and 
redesigned to give the site the dignity of a cemetery. To one side is an urn filled with 
soil from several Nazi concentration camps. One wall of the execution building has 
been built up with heavy stones to resemble a mausoleum and bears the words, To 
the victims of Hitler's dictatorship in the years 1933-45. 

There are two exhibition rooms. Inside the execution chamber, usually filled with 
wreaths and flowers, you an still see the hooks where up to eight people were 
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executed at a time. Next door is a display of death warrants and legal documents, 
chilling in their bureaucratic perfunctoriness. There are printed cards inviting Nazi 
officials to attend an execution as a reward for good service. One reads: If you wish 

to attend, please arrive at Plotzensee prison at least half an hour before the time 

stated. Dark suit. I enclose an admission card. You are expected to maintain the 
strictest secrecy concerning the impending execution. Should you not wish to make 
use of the admission card, kindly destroy it.' Another document details a judicial 

error when the wrong Czech national was executed because he shared the same 
name as the intended victim. The prison official writing the report explains how he 
corrected his mistake the next day by finding the right person and hanging him too. 
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The Stasi 

The Stasi was the so-called Schild und Schwert - sword and shield - of the German 
Democratic Republic. It had around 85,000 full-time employees, all of whom had 
military ranks, and in 1989, the final year of its existence, its budget stood at £1 
billion. Though the Stasi was responsible for espionage and counter-espionage, it is 
thought that 95% of its budget was spent on spying on the East German populace. 
The Stasi mounted what was probably the most extensive and long-lasting 
surveillance of its own population by any state: phones were tapped, mail 
intercepted, people followed, photographed and filmed. Much of the legwork was 
done by a corps of lnformeller Mitarbeiter or IM (unofficial co-workers). These were, 
in effect, paid informers and every factory, school, institutE� and army unit had one 
amongst its number. Most people in the GDR reckoned that there was at least one 
IM in their circle of friends and acquaintances. 

The IM gathered material for the exhaustive files the GDR kept on about 6 million of 
its citizens (out of a total population of 16 million). As well as detailing oppositionist 
actions or remarks, these files also recorded drinking habits, debts and sexual 
preferences - all useful material for blackmail. When the files were declassified, they 
were found to contain ludicrous trivia such as the timing of visits to the bathroom 
and of walks with the family dog. Mielke, the head of the Stasi, believed that 
everyone was a potential enemy of the state. It was thus of vital importance to know 
everything about everyone. One result of this obsessive information-gathering was 
that the Stasi was always well informed about the true state of affairs in the GDR. 
During 1989 the secret police briefed the government on growing disenchantment 
with the regime. It was fully aware of popular discontent about shortages, crumbling 
infrastructure and poor working conditions. 

On November 17 1989 the Ministry for State Security officially became the Office 
for State Security and was fully accountable to the government. However, the first 
act of this new agency was to order the destruction of Stasi files which caused 
widespread outrage. In January 1990 the GDR government proposed a 
reorganisation of its security service to counter an alleged neo-Nazi threat. By now 
public patience was at an end and a mob attacked Stasi headquarters. The Stasi was 
finished. Its agents did their best to disappear and cover their tracks, though there 
were gleeful press reports of ex-Stasi agents living in straitened circumstances. One 
former colonel was reduced to working as a toilet cleaner. 

And the story is by no means over. At the beginning of 1991 former GDR citizens 
were give the right to inspect their Stasi files. Tens of thousands scrutinised their 
files and discovered who had been informing on them. The sheer volume of material 
has meant delays in processing and inspection. Tacitly the German government was 
keen to stall the whole process in an attempt to prevent divisions among the people 
of former GDR as they came to terms with their past and to deter victims of 
informants from seeking rough justice on those who had supplied information about 
them to the Stasi. 
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